
 

  

  

PRESS NOTE 
 

Workshop on 
“Supporting the Market for Secondary Raw Materials in a Circular Economy” 
Tuesday, 31 January 2017 from 13:30 to 14:30, European Parliament, Brussels 

 

On Tuesday 31 January, the European Parliament Committees on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety (ENVI) and on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) held a workshop 
entitled “Supporting the Market for Secondary Raw Materials in a Circular Economy”. The 
workshop was chaired by ENVI Rapporteur, Simona Bonafè and Vice-President of the 
Parliament and ITRE Rapporteur Pavel Telička. Committee Members and leading circular 
economy experts discussed the need for developing a European market for secondary raw 
materials (SRMs) as well as the associated barriers, production challenges and policy measures. 

Ms Bonafè said the workshop was an opportunity to understand the implementation of the 
Circular Economy Action Plan, which calls for the development of an efficient SRM market. 
She emphasised the ENVI Committee’s position, which proposed separate collection of waste 
streams, ambitious recycling targets and the introduction of economic and regulatory 
instruments by Member States to encourage competition between virgin and secondary raw 
materials. The proposal will go to vote at the 13-16 March plenary session in Strasbourg. 

Mr Vercoulen from Circular IQ emphasised the importance of collecting and sharing data on 
the sustainability and reusability of materials. He said a growing SRM market would reduce 
import dependency and the footprint of production overall, as well as create jobs and provide 
access to affordable products utilising innovative business models. 

Mr van Barneveld from Technopolis summarised the regulatory barriers to SRM based on case 
studies on manure and palladium. Barriers included lack of definitions, unclear recycling 
targets, hard numerical limits in product quality within EU legislation, and lack of or 
conflicting implementation actions at the Member State level. 

Ms Saccani of Climate-KIC spoke on the challenges in the reuse of PET and textile waste. To 
minimise these challenges, she called for better understanding of SRM value chains as well as 
overcoming feedstock supply limitations. She also highlighted the need to divert incentives 
from waste landfilling to reuse and encouraged industrial collaboration. 

Mr Hartikainen from Sitra presented Finland’s Circular Economy Road Map as an example of 
circular economy policy at the Member State level. Highlighting the need for policy incentives, 
he spoke on the opportunities of transforming wood-based fibres, bio-composited or packaging 
wood, into high value biochemical or bioenergy products. 

Mr Telička MEP concluded the workshop by explaining the risks associated with the loss of 
resources from the EU’s economy as waste, including in exports to third countries: “That is the 
challenge which we need to address, otherwise we face complicated implications. Firstly, 
environmental, the second for industry, and of course for competitiveness. This is what circular 
economy is about, and this is why it is a real opportunity”. He closed by identifying some of 



the success factors to develop the SRM sector: a solid legal framework, demand amongst 
industry and the public, as well as political leadership to promote the concept. 

 

 

 
Organised by the Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy 
for the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) 
Contact: Tina Ohliger 
Venue: European Parliament, Brussels.  
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